
MINUTES OF ELECTORAL REGISTRATION 
WORKING PARTY

8 September at 8.14 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors, John Coughlin, Joe Dromey, Alan Hall, Stella Jeffrey, Roy 
Kennedy, Jonathan Slater

ALSO PRESENT: Barry Quirk (Chief Executive), Kath Nicholson (Head of Law) and 
Joe Dunton (Principal Policy and Projects Officer)

AOLOGIES: Councillors Kevin Bonavia, David Michael, Jacq Paschoud, Paul Upex

1. Election of Chair and Vice Chair

RESOLVED that Councillor Kennedy be elected as Chair and Councillor 
Jeffrey be elected as Vice Chair for the Municipal Year 2016-17.

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 June 2015 be 
confirmed and signed as a correct record

4. Update on IER

Joe Dunton, the Principal Policy and Projects Officer, gave a presentation 
which provided an update on the implementation of Individual Electoral 
Registration (IER) and the Council wide initiatives undertaken to date. The 
Committee discussed plans for the future to maximise registration in 
Lewisham.

Some key factors identified by the Electoral Commission included 
citizenship/nationality, ethnicity, disability, qualifications and tenure.

European citizens were significantly less likely to be registered than UK and 
Irish citizens. There is also a drop in completeness among people who give 
their ethnicity as white (from 86% in 2014 to 85% in 2015) however, they are 
still more likely to be registered than BAME groups.

In line with 2014, people with a physical disability are more likely to be 
registered (90%) than those without (83%) and completeness among people 



in social class ABs (88%) and C2s (86%) is higher among C1s and DEs 83% 
and 80% retrospectively). Homeowners were found to be more likely to be 
registered than private renters and highest levels of completeness are 
recorded among those with no qualification and those with a degree and the 
lowest among people with A-Levels/Highers, which the Committee found to be 
of interest.

As observed in the 2014 study, there is a clear correlation between 
completeness and attitude towards electoral registration. Those who feel they 
have a duty to register to vote are far more likely to be registered than those 
who think it is not worth it (89% against 66%).

Lewisham continue to advertise in Lewisham Life, attend People’s day with 
collateral, advertise in the Volunteer magazine and receive help from work 
experience students and the Young Mayor’s team to boost registration 
numbers. Further activity is planned for the Autumn in the lead up to Canvass 
and the Young Mayor’s team continue to support in providing resources to 
help promote electoral registration. Officers from the working group meet 
quarterly, to which Housing providers also attend and as part of tenancy 
checks, encourage tenants to register to vote.

Kath Nicholson added that at the beginning of the academic year, people form 
electoral services attend Fresher’s Fairs and go to student halls to encourage 
young people to register to vote, with the convenience that they are already 
registering for various university services and groups.

Primary legislation would be required to include methods such as 
conditionality and compulsory registration under certain conditions but 
Lewisham continue to promote registration in the community.

RESOLVED that the presentation be noted.


